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Your Excellency,
As a member or sympathizer of ACAT-Switzerland (Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture), I am writing to you with deep concern about the human rights situation in Georgia.
Since November 2024, peaceful protests have been brutally repressed. Demonstrators, journalists and bystanders have been beaten or threatened, sprayed with chemical irritants, forced through “riot police corridors” and subjected to torture. More than 360 cases of ill-treatment have been documented, including the severe beating of 22-year-old Saba Skhvitaridze. These abuses are being committed both by security forces and pro-government militias, and to date, no serious investigations have been opened.
In light of Georgia’s obligations under the UN Convention against Torture and the European Convention on Human Rights, I respectfully urge you to:
· Ensure prompt, impartial, and independent investigations into all allegations of torture, ill-treatment and excessive use of force, including the case of Saba Skhvitaridze;
· Guarantee access to justice, medical care and legal assistance for all victims of ill-treatment and torture;
· Hold perpetrators, whether members of the security forces or pro-government groups, accountable and ensure that such abuses do not remain unpunished;
· Protect the right to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, and end the criminalisation of dissent;
· Reaffirm Georgia’s commitment to the absolute prohibition of torture, which is a peremptory norm of international law.
I trust that your leadership can help restore public confidence in the rule of law and demonstrate Georgia’s determination to uphold human dignity.
Respectfully yours,





Copy: H.E. Mr. Shota Getsadze, Ambassador of Georgia, Embassy of Georgia in Switzerland, Seftigenstrasse 7, 3007 Bern, Switzerland.
ACAT-Switzerland is a politically neutral and independent human rights organisation affiliated to the International Federation of ACAT (FIACAT), which has consultative status with the United Nations, observer status with the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and participatory status with the Council of Europe.
